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Patriotic Degree

Fourth Degree and California History

During the first eighteen years of its existence, the Knights of Columbus had only the first three degrees representing
Charity, Unity and Fraternity. At the close of the century it was decided to establish a degree representing patriotism, one|
which would be more selective in its appeal than the traditional or basic degrees. The new ritual was named the Fourth
Degree and was first exemplified in New York on February 22nd, 1900. Fourteen hundred members were chosen to
witness this ceremony. It was expected that they would recruit from their councils other Knights worthy of receiving the
highest degree. In the years that followed, the patriotic honor was exemplified in various cities and those who took it
became a special group, or an assembly within their respective councils.

Formal organization came in 1910 when the Supreme Council provided a government for the degree and gave it a basic
law.

The Patriotic Degree was exemplified for the first time in the state of California, in the City of Los Angeles on June 10th,
1905. This was in connection with the convention of the Supreme Council being held at that time in the City of Our Lady|
Queen of the Angels.

Three years later the Patriotic Degree again was conferred in California. This time in the City of San Francisco on May 10th,
1908. Those who took the degree then, along with those who previously had received it 1905, formed the nucleus of the
Fourth Degree membership in the state and constituted the local assemblies of their respective councils. California was
made a Fourth Degree District between 1910-1911. In 1912 the main District of California was divided into two Districts...
Northern District and Southern District.

Because of the growth of the Fourth Degree in both the Northern and Southern California Districts, the Supreme Board of
Directors in April of 1958 created the Central California District. Those are the three Districts that we have today.
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Join the Patriotic Degree

If you are over 18 years of age; a citizen of the country in which you reside; a practical Catholic in
union with the Holy See; and you are a Third Degree member in good standing, it's time to
consider joining the ranks of the Patriotic Degree. There is no longer a waiting period to join. To
learn more about the Patriotic Degree click here.

COLOR CORPS When knighthood was in flower, knights carried the sword to defend their God,
their Church, their country and their fellow man according to the code of chivalry. Today, Sir
Knights wear regalia and carry the sword to honor Christ and His apostles, especially on
religious and civic occasions specified in this manual. Hence, the primary purpose of the Fourth
Degree is to encourage active Catholic citizenship and foster the spirit of patriotism in members
and the community at large.

The Color Corps members exemplify all the principles of our Order:

e Charity - by the gift of their time and energies necessary to practice, perfect and perform the ceremonials and
sword drill;
e Unity - by the united efforts of Sir Knights to practice & perfect a coordinated drill for the good of the Church and the
Order;
e Fraternity - by expressing an “Esprit de Corps,” sharing a common desire for drill excellence and camaraderie; and
e Patriotism - by performing precision drill as a salute to God and to country and visually exhibiting a love for both.

The public appearance of the Patriotic Degree Knights as a Color Corps at religious and civic functions is an important
Activity of each assembly; and demonstrates their loyalties bring credit to themselves and to the Knights of Columbus.
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Fourth Degree Abbreviation Guide

What the colors mean

Supreme Master S.M. Faithful Navigator F.N.
Vice Supreme Master V.S.M. Color Corps Commander C.C.C.
Master of the District M.F.D. Color Corps CC
Marshal M. Color Guard C.G.
Honor Guard H.G.

Corps beret, and colors are designated as follows:

Supreme Master & Former Supreme Master Dark Blue Cloth Backer

Vice Supreme Master & Former Vice Supreme Master Light Blue Cloth Backer

District Master & Former District Master Gold Cloth Backer
Marshal Green Cloth Backer
Faithful Navigator & Past Faithful Navigator White Cloth Backer
Assembly Color Corps Commander Purple Cloth Backer
Member No Backer

Pantone # 19-4035 TC
Pantone # 14-4313 TC
Pantone # 13-0941 TC
Pantone # 18-5315 TC
Pantone # 11-0601 TC
Pantone # 19-3542 TC

The colors for the Fourth Degree Color Corps are set forth in the Laws of the Fourth Degree, Article XI,
are designated to be worn directly behind the Fourth Degree Medal Badge affixed to the Official Color
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Vice Supreme Master Master - Northern District Master - Central District
Larry G. Campitiello TW Starkweather Ken Rose

Ph: 858-487-2832 Ph: 925-997-4947 Ph: 209.535.6871
Icampit1@san.rr.com twstark@aol.com kofc ken.rose@mail.com
Master - Southern District Master - Nevada District
Ray Forgette Rick Sherman

Ph: 310-920-0523 Ph: 702-812-7412
master@socalfourthdegree.org resherm2@yahoo.com

Starting at the Supreme level, there is the Supreme Master and the Supreme Board of Directors. The next level of the
structure is broken into provinces of which there are twenty. Each province is lead by a Vice-Supreme Master. The Vice-
Supreme Master wears a light blue lined cape and chapeau. There are currently 15 provinces in the United States, 4 in
Canada, 1 in Mexico and 1 in the Philippines. The province is then broken up into districts.

We, the State of California, belong to the Saint Junipero Serra Province. Most districts are either an entire State or a section
of a larger State (i.e. California has three districts — North, Central and South).
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